
Common misunderstandings about Construction (Design and Management) Regulations are: -

That the planning supervisor is: -

· Responsible for management or monitoring of H & S during construction.

· Responsible for all H & S issues on and off site for a project.

· Responsible alone for hazard identification and / or preparation of design risk management information.

· Responsible for the provision of all CDM related H & S information required for the pre-construction H & S plan.

· Responsible for all H & S aspects of the design including the function and operation of the structure and components.

· Required to complete site safety inspections and safety checks.

· Required to review all the principal contractors risk assessments, method statement and COSHH assessments.

The above are not planning supervision responsibilities.

The planning supervisors’ main duties under the Construction (Design and Management) Regulations are summarised below.

· To notify the HSE

· Ensure co-operation between designers.

· Ensure that pre-construction H & S plan is prepared with appropriate content.

· Ensure that designers give attention to risk management in designs.

· Ensure that an H & S file is prepared and delivered to the client – however, it must be established who prepares the H & S file for the client.

Services that the planning supervisor is required to provide if asked.

· Advise on competence of designers

· Advise on competence on contractors.

· Prepare the pre-construction H & S plan.

· Advise on readiness of the construction phase plan

· Compile the file.

H & S = health and safety.
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