
The health and safety file should include information about all of the following topics, where these may be relevant to the health and safety of any future construction works. The level of detail should be proportionate to the risks likely to be involved in such works.

(a) A brief description of the works carried out and completed.

(b) Residual hazards and how they have been dealt with (for example, surveys or other information such as buried services).

(c) Key structural principles incorporated in the design if the structure (i.e. bracing, sources of substantial stored energy – including pre- or post-tensioned members) and safe working loads for floors and / or roofs, particulate where these may preclude placing scaffold of heavy machinery there.

(d) Any hazards associated with the material used (for example, hazardous substances, lead paint, special coatings that could be burnt off”).

(e) Information regarding the removal or dismantling of installed plant and equipment (such as lifting arrangements).

(f) Health and safety information about the equipment provided for cleaning or maintaining the structure.

(g) The nature, location and marking of significant services, including fire fighting equipment.

(h) Information and as-built drawings of the structure, its plant and equipment (i.e. the means of safe access to and from service voids, fire doors and compartments).

This information has been taken from the publication “Managing health and safety in construction “Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 1994”” Approved code of practice, issued by the ‘health and safety executive’ which came into effect February 2002.
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