Prior to using a chain sling the following checks should be made.

1. The safe working load – SWL – is adequate for the load.

2. The colour coding (where applicable) is current and this sling has a plant number / identification number.

3. Lay out the chains on the floor or suspend from the vehicle hook and remove all and any twists from the legs.

4. Match up the legs and check for stretch / deformation in the individual legs.

5. Visually examine each leg along its whole length and check for distortion of the links, i.e. bends twists, elongation and nicks.

6. Check for wear between chain links and wear between chain links and load points.

7. Check for heat damage of chemical attack.

8. Examine end termination to check for wear, stretch and distortion.

9. Make sure any safety catches function (where fitted).

10. Make sure all load pins are secure.

Pre-Use examination.

1. Remove shackle pins (where located) and examine for deformation and / or cracking and check / inspect for wear in the crown and pin holes.

2. Check alignment of pin holes and ensure pin fits correctly.

3. In the case of safety pin shackles, make sure that split pins are located and fitted.

Always.

1. Ensure that chain is free from twists before loading.

2. Used within the rated loads.

3. Secure redundant legs back to the master link to avoid snagging and / or striking objects or individuals when travelling with the load.

Be aware of the following points.

The capacity of the chain sling decreases when the angle between the legs increases and the sling is in a choked mode.
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